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SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON COUP IN BANGLADESH 

1. THERE IS QUOTED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE 
PRESS GUIDANCE THAT WAS PREPARED FOR THE NOON BRIEFING, 
AUGUST 15. 

2. QTE. Q. WHAT HAS HAPPENED IN BANGLADESH? IS THE COUP A 
SUCCESS? 

A. OUR INFORMATION IS THE SAME AS WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN IN THE 
PRESS REPORTS COMING FROM BANGLADESH. THESE ARE BASED ON 
OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT IN DACCA. 

THOSE SAY THAT A GROUP OF BANGLADESH MILITARY HAS TAKEN 
POWER AND INSTALLED THE FORMER COMMERCE MINISTER KHONDAKER 
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MUSHTAQ AHMED AS PRESIDENT. THEY IMPOSED A CURFEW AND 
MARTIAL LAW. ALL AMERICANS AND THEIR PROPERTY ARE SAFE. 

WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED BY OUR EMBASSY THAT THE SITUATION IN 
DACCA AND OTHER AREAS OF THE COUNTRY APPEARS TO BE CALM. 
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WE HAVE NO FURTHER INFORMATION. 

Q. CAN YOU CONFIRM THAT MUJIB HAS BEEN KILLED? 

A. WE HAVE ONLY THE INFORMATION REPORTED ON BANGLADESH 

RADIO. BROADCASTS SAY THAT SHEIK MUJIB UR RAHMAN, AND, 
NATURALLY, HIS DEATH WOULD BE LAMENTED BY HIS MANY FRIENDS 
IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Q. WILL THE USG RECOGNIZE THE NEW REGIME? HAVE YOU HAD 
ANY CONTACT? 

A. IT IS LESS THAN 24 HOURS SINCE THE COUP OCCURRED. WE 
ARE OF COURSE FOLLOWING THE SITUATION CLOSELY, BUT THE 
PICTURE IS NOT YET ENTIRELY CLEAR. AN OFFICIAL BROADCAST 
HAS APPEALED FOR RECOGNITION "BY ALL PEACE-LOVING NATIONS," 
BUT WE HAVE HAD NO DIRECT REQUEST FOR RECOGNITION. THUS 
THE QUESTION OF RECOGNITION HAS NOT ARISEN IN ANY PROTOCOL 
SENSE, AND WE HAVE NOT YET BEEN APPROACHED BY OFFICIALS 
OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT. WHEN APPROACHED, WE ARE PREPARED 
TO CONDUCT NORMAL BUSINESS. 

Q. THEN, YOU ARE SAYING THAT YOU ARE PREPARED TO GRANT 
THEM RECOGNITION WHEN THEY FORMALLY ASK YOU FOR IT? 

A. I AM SAYING THAT THE QUESTION HAS NOT ARISEN. WHEN 
THE NEW AUTHORITIES APPROACH US, WE ARE PREPARED TO TALK 
WITH THEM. 

Q. DID THE U.S. HAVE ANY ADVANCE WARNING? WERE YOU 
INVOLVED? 

A. WE HAD NO ADVANCE WARNING OF THE EVENTS OF LAST NIGHT. 

AS TO ANY INVOLVEMENT, I CAN STATE CATEGORICALLY THAT WE 
WERE NOT INVOLVED. 
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Q. HAS THE USG CONTACTED THE INDIANS ABOUT DEVELOPMENTS? 
PAKISTAN? 

A. NOT YET, BUT IT WOULD BE NORMAL TO EXCHANGE VIEWS WITH 
OTHER GOVERNMENTS IN THE AREA IN THE COURSE OF OUR USUAL 
DIPLOMATIC CONTACTS. 

Q. HOW MUCH IS THE USG GIVING BANGLADESH IN AID? 

A. IN THE LAST FISCAL YEAR (1975) THE OVERALL LEVEL OF 
ECONOMIC AID WAS DOLS. 309 MILLION. THAT BREAKS DOWN AS 
FOLLOWS: DOLS. 60 MILLION IN DEVELOPMENT LOANS; DOLS. 2 
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MILLION IN TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE SUCH AS FAMILY PLANNING 
ASSISTANCE AND VOLUNTARY AGENCY PROGRAMS; DOLS. 240 MILLION 
FOR 890,000 TONS OF PL 480 FOOD ON LONG TERM CONCESSIONAL 
SALES; DOLS. 4 MILLION OF PL 480 GRANT FOOD FOR UNICEF 
PROGRAMS IN BANGLADESH; AND DOLS. 3 MILLION IN CONTINGECY 

FUNDS FOR FLOOD RELIEF (EXCLUDING VALUE OF COMMODITIES 
FROM U.S. GOVERNMENT STOCKPILES). 

Q. HAVE YOU COMMITTED PL 480 AID FOR THE REST OF THIS 
CALENDAR YEAR? 

A. AS I SAY, THAT AID IS CURRENTLY UNDER DISCUSSION. 

Q. DO YOU EXPECT THOSE DISCUSSIONS TO CONTINUE WITH THE 
NEW GOVERNMENT? DO YOU EXPECT THE ECONOMIC AID PROGRAMS 
TO CONTINUE? 

A. WE HAVE NO REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THE ECONOMIC AID 
PROGRAM WILL BE AFFECTED. WE DO NOT ANTICIPATE AN INTERRUP- 
TION. BOTH THE PROGRAM AND DISCUSSIONS ARE ON-GOING. 

AFTER ALL, THIS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM IS A REFLECTION OF OUR 
HUMANITARIAN CONCERN FOR THE PEOPLE OF BANGLADESH. 

Q. HOW MANY AMERICANS ARE IN BANGLADESH? ARE THEY ALL 
SAFE? 

A. SO FAR AS WE KNOW, YES. I CAN ONLY GIVE YOU THE NUMBER 
OF AMERICANS WE KNOW ABOUT -821. THERE MAY BE OTHERS WHO 
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ARE UNKNOWN TO THE EMBASSY. OF THAT 821 FIGURE, 46 ARE 
AMERICAN OFFICIALS; WITH THEIR DEPENDENTS, THE TOTAL OF USG 
OFFICIAL PERSONNEL COMES TO 102. THE REST ARE PRIVATE 
CITIZENS. 

Q. WHO IS THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR? 

A. DAVIS E. BOSTER. 

Q. HOW MUCH U.S. PRIVATE INVESTMENT IS THERE IN BANGLADESH? 

A. U.S. PRIVATE INVESTMENT IN BANGLADESH AT THE END OF 
1974 WAS DOLS. 13 MILLION. END QTE. KISSINGER 
UNQUOTE SISCO 
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